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Sima Guang’s Outlook on Talents and Virtues versus
Song Qi-Qiu’s Image in Zizhi Tongjian
Kuan-Wen Shi*

Abstract

Sima Guang’s outlook on talent and virtue attaches more importance to
the latter in terms of political talent and morality. He authored the book
“Zizhi Tongjian” for the main purpose of providing moral criticism, and it
serves as a pioneering political reference. In this book’s description and
comments on the history of officials and their deeds, derogatory comments
are frequently made about people whom he considered strong in talent but
weak in virtue. Song Qi-Qiu, who assisted Xu Zhi-Gao in founding the nation,
was the prime minister and a respected figure of the Southern Tang in the
Period of the Five Dynasties. He possessed considerable political talent, and
had political achievements to some extent. However, Sima Guang judged him
harshly within the narrative of his book “Zizhi Tongjian,” branding him a
traitor through his description of eight events involving Song that occurred
before and through the Southern Tang. The reason was that Sima Guang
considered Song to have formed a clique for self-interest, persecuting the
virtuous and destroying the political system. He concludes that despite his
political talents, Song was in fact a villain, of many talents but without virtue.

Keywords: Sima Guang, Historical perspective on intellect and morality, Zizhi
Tongjian, Song Qi-Qiu, Loyalty and treacherousness
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